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TASK  FORCE  RECOMMENDS 
FIRE-RETARDANT  ROOFS,  GREENBELTS 


A  Task  Force  formed  by  Los  Altos  Hills  in 
XjLthe  aftermath  of  the  fire  July  1  that  des- 
troyed nine  homes  praised  fire  fighters  and 
recommended  residents  make  their  homes  safer. 

Among  the  major  conclusions  contained  in 
the  Task  Force  report  are: 

•  The  timeliness  of  response  of  the  fire- 
fighting  units  was  within  expectation  and  no 
longer-than-anticipated  delays  were  experienced 
in  reaching  the  fire  area. 

•  The  fire-fighting  effort  proceeded  "re- 
markably smoothly"  for  the  number  of  agencies 
involved  and  the  rapid  spread  of  the  fire; 
equipment  and  manpower  were  assigned  to  the 
high    primary    areas    "as    quickly    as    feasible." 

•  Water  pressure  could  not  be  maintained 
at  the  highest  level  during  the  fire-fighting 
effort.  Although  there  were  a  number  of 
swimming  pools  in  the  area,  the  fire  moved  so 
quickly  that  it  became  extremely  dangerous  for 
fire  fighters  to  set  up  trucks  with  pumps  at 
poolside  locations. 

•  Although  many  residents  felt  they  could 
have  assisted  in  the  fire  suppression  effort, 
their  lack  of  training  would  have  been  a  serious 
detriment  and  would  have  significantly  in- 
creased the  risk  of  personal  injury. 


The  Task  Force  made  the  following 
recommendations: 

1.  Residents  are  strongly  encouraged  to 
consider  fire-retardant  materials  wtien  re- 
roofing  or  building  new  homes. 

2.  Homeowners  should  establish  greenbelts 
(irrigated  areas  free  of  combustible  plants)  near 
their  homes,  clear  dry  grass  and  debris  and 
prevent  combustible  trees  from  overhanging 
non-fire  retardant  roofs. 

3.  In  high  fire  hazard  areas,  homeowners 
should  consider  roof  and/or  interior  sprinkler 
systems. 

4.  Residents  with  pools  are  encouraged  to 
install  auxiliary  gas-powered  pool  pumps  for 
hosing  down  roofs  that  are  not  fire-retardant. 

5.  The  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Code 
that  provide  for  the  determination  of  hazardous 
fire  areas  and  abatement  of  weeds  should  be 
revised  to  allow  more  aggressive  enforcement 
efforts.  An  administrative  fee  should  be  added 
to  the  weed  abatement  charge  when  clearing 
is  performed  through  action  of  the  fire  marshal. 

6.  The  town  should  utilize  the  site  devel- 
opment process  to  encourage  the  use  of  fire 
retardant  roofs  and  fire  prevention  landscaping. 
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This  house  on  Liddicoat  Circle  was  among  nine  houses 

in  Los  Altos  Hills  destroyed  by  a  fire  3uly   1. 

Photo  by  3enna  Calk,  Los   Altos  Town  Crier 


Continued  from  page  1 

7.  The  town  should  designate  July  1  each 
year  as  the  deadline  for  brush  clearing  and 
should  consider  the  implementation  of  a  pro- 
gram of  curbside  debris  collection. 

S.  A  series  of  "neighborhood  emergency 
networks"  should  be  established  throughout  the 
town.  These  networks  would  facilitate  the 
dissemination  of  safety  information  provided  by 
the  town,  encourage  local  clean-up  efforts  and 
serve  as  an  immediate  link  to  town  officials  in 
the  event  of  an  emergency  such  as  a  fire  or 
earthquake. 

The  Task  Force  members  were  Barbara 
Tryon,  Chairman  of  the  Safety  Committee;  Ed 
tiarnes,  Chairman  of  the  Community  Relations 
Committee;  Mary  Stutz,  Chairman  of  the  En- 
vironmental Design  and  Pathway  Committees; 
Planning  Commissioner  Jean  Struthers;  and  Car! 
Sorensen,  representative  of  the  firo  arr-i 
residents. 


The  complete  report  is  available  at  Tou-n 
Hall,  26379   Fremont  Road. 

The  fire  3uly  1  in  the  foothills  of  Los  Altos 
Hills  and  Palo  Alto,  just  west  of  Interstate  280 
along  Arastradero  Road,  destroyed  nine  homes 
in  Los  Altos  Hills  and  damaged  numerous  other 
structures  over  a  150-acre  area.  Property  loss 
exceeded  $9  million.  From  the  first  call  to 
local  fire  departments  at  3:1^  p.m.  until  the 
fire  was  declared  under  control  at  7:56  p.m., 
approximately  60  emergency  units  and  more 
than  200  fire  fighters  from  21  agencies  assisted 
in  the  fire  suppression  effort.  No  one  was 
killed,  but  fire  fighters  suffered  numerous 
injuries.  The  cause  of  the  fire  was  judged  to 
bo  arson. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  fire,  tov.n  officials 
began  tiiC  process  of  coordinating  governmental 
relief  for  the  families  whose  homes  were  des- 
troyed.    Representative:   of   th«'  County  Office 
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of  Emergency  Services,  the  Red  Cross,  the 
California  Conservation  Corps  and  other  state 
and  county  agencies  met  with  fire  victims  in 
early  July  to  answer  questions  and  outline  the 
relief  programs  available.  When  the  Lexington 
Reservoir  fire  in  the  Santa  Cruz  Mountains 
resulted  in  President  Reagan's  declaration  of 
Santa  Clara  County  as  a  federal  disaster  area, 
additional  assistance  programs  became  avail- 
able. Under  these  federal  programs,  fire 
victims  could  qualify  for  outright  grants  of  up 
to  $3,000  and  free  temporary  housing.  In 
addition,    low-interest   loans  of  up   to   $120,000 


were    available    for   individuals    whose   property 
losses  were  not   fully  insured. 

To  expedite  the  rebuilding  effort,  the  Town 
Council  appointed  a  special  Disaster  Site  Devel- 
opment Committee  to  accelerate  the  approval 
process  for  reconstruction  of  homes  in  the  fire 
area.  The  city  established  rapid  plan  approvals 
for  rebuilt  homes  that  did  not  increase  floor 
space  by  more  than  10  percent  and  were  similar 
architecturally  to  the  destroyed  structures. 

S.  James  DiBemardo,  Staff  Writer 


Mayor's  Message: 


COUNCIL,  RESIDENTS  MUST 
CONSIDER  FIRE  PROTECTION 


^ir  7  hen  I  assumed  office  in  April,  I  did  not 
\\  present  a  list  of  goals  for  my  term  as 
tvlayor.  I  had  only  hoped  to  run  the  meetings 
in  a  fair  and  considerate  manner,  to  provide 
some  leadership  in  establishing  legislative  prior- 
ities, in  particular  the  adoption  of  a  revised 
Site  Development  Ordinance,  and  to  be  respon- 
sive to  citizen  requests  and  committee  efforts. 

Events  have  a  way  of  overtaking  plans,  and 
what  is  I  think  uppermost  in  importance  now 
is  assessment  of  our  fire  protection  and  pre- 
vention needs  and  careful  decisions  by  the 
electorate  in  Noveiriber. 

A  citizen  task  force  made  an  excellent  and 
thorough  study  of  the  3uly  1  fire  disaster  in 
Los  Altos  Hills.  Their  report  to  the  Council 
is  available  in  Town  Hall.  (A  synoposis  is  on 
page  1  of  this  newsletter.)  We  can  be  glad 
that  the  voters  have  been  willing  to  fund  the 
level  of  fire  protection  service  needed  in  this 
community  and  that  all  fire  and  police  depart- 
ments as  well  as  volunteer  agencies  responded 
with  maximum  effort  and  professionalism.  The 
Council  will  address  the  matter  of  weed  abate- 
ment, landscape  policy,  natural  vegetation, 
emergency  access  roads,  communication  and 
neighborhood  awareness. 

The  residents  have  a  major  responsibility 
to  protect  themselves  and  their  neighbors.  I  am 
asking  you  to  assess  your  position  on  fire- 
resistant  roofing  materials  and  to  consider  that 


wood-shake  roofs  were  a  contributing  factor  in 
the  loss  of  homes  on  July  1.  I  am  asking  those 
who  have  not  already  done  so  to  undertake  a 
major  cleanup  of  their  entire  property,  removing 
dry  grasses  and  underbrush,  all  dead  trees  and 
flammable  debris.  Please  do  not  dump  any  debris 
in  creeks,  swales  or  on  undeveloped  property. 
I  am  asking  you  to  carefully  assess  your  existing 
landscaping  for  its  protective  greenbelt  cap- 
ability. This  is  important  throughout  the  town 
but  especially  on  the  periphery.  I  am  asking 
you  to  cooperate  with  the  Safety  Committee 
in  forming  neighborhood  groups  to  address  the 
specific  problems  of  your  area. 

I  also  am  asking  you  to  study  and  to  vote 
on  two  issues  that  will  define  the  type  of 
community  we  will  have  in  the  future.  The 
initiative  measure  on  the  ballot  will  ask  you  to 
approve  a  change  in  the  primary  residen- 
tial/agricultural zoning.  The  other  ballot  issue 
is  a  library  tax  override  that  was  placed  on  the 
ballot  by  the  Council  to  allow  you  to  decide 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  library  services  you 
think  the  Los  Altos-Los  Altos  Hills  community 
should  have. 

I  am  grateful  that  we  have  a  city  manager 
and  staff  who  work  cooperatively  with  the 
Council  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  community 
and  that  we  have  many  citizens  who  through 
committee  work  provide  advice  and  assistance 
to  the  Council  and  services  to  the  community 
that  we  would  otherwise  be  without. 

Louise  L.  Dronkert,  Mayor 


TOWN,  VOLUNTEERS  RESTORING 
RUBLE-ESCHENBRUECHER  HOUSE 


Ed   Barnes,  Chairman  of  the  Community  Relations  Committee,  and  Arell  Ahrens  pose 

by    the    "Heritage    House"    after    it    was    moved    from    Los    Altos    to   Los    Altos   Hills. 

Photo  by  Marjorie  Kellogg,  Town  Curator 


The  little  white  house  built  in  downtown  Los 
Altos  by  merchant  Billy  Eschenbruecher  in 
1909  has  settled  onto  a  new  foundation  in  Los 
Altos  Hills'  Heritage  Preserve,  and  efforts  have 
begun   to    restore    it   to    its  original  condition. 

Carpenters  have  begun  construction  of  a 
new  roof.  Next  the  house  will  be  painted  both 
inside  and  out. 

Volunteer  landscape  architects  and  horti- 
culturists are  needed  to  help  design  a  master- 
plan  for  the  entire  Town  Hall  area  that  will 
include  the  adjacent  Heritage  Preserve  and 
historic  house.  Trees  will  be  planted  first. 
Later  will  come  outdoor  lighting,  walkways, 
shrubs  and   flower  gardens. 

The  two-bedroom  house,  which  was  n.ovcd 
from  Second  Street  in  downtown  Los  Altos  to 
the  Heritage  Preserve  on  Fremont  Road  on 
August  11,  will  give  Los  Altos  Hills  badly  needed 
meeting  and  working  space  and  ix'  available  for 


a  variety  of  community  activities.  Plans  are 
to  refurnish  the  house  in  turn-of-the-century 
period  furniture  and  artifacts,  while  maintaining 
the  utilitarian  aspects  of  an  addition  to  Town 
Hall.  People  who  have  antique  furnishings  or 
artifacts  that  could  be  given  or  lent  for  the 
house  or  are  interested  in  helping  with  land- 
scaping plans  are  asked  to  call  Town  Clerk  Pat 
Dowd,  9^1-7222. 

Eschenbruecher  located  his  home  in  what 
was  to  become  downtown  Los  Altos,  where  he 
opened  a  hardware  store  and  was  postmaster. 
When  he  died  in  1912,  his  wife,  Lilian,  became 
postmistress,  and  his  son,  Roy,  eventually  ran 
the  store.  In  19'*0  Vinette  and  Walsie  Ruble 
purchased  the  house.  They  grew  vegetables  and 
fruits  in  the  back  yard  and  canned  them  in  the 
kitchen.  It  was  a  tranquil  spot  broken  only  by 
a  stray  shell  during  World  War  II  maneuvers 
tliat    lore  out  part  of  the  kitchen. 
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The  Rubles  celebrated  their  63rd  wedding 
anniversary  in  the  little  house  with  redwood 
paneling.  Sornetiincs  five  ge?icrations  of  Rubles 
would  gather   for   Mieals  in   the  kitchen. 

ivlr.  Ruble  dica  in  197^  at  the  age  of  S9, 
and  later  Mrs.  Ruble  iiad  to  inove  to  a  nursing 
home.  Though  the  house  had  once  been  declared 
an  historic  site,  the  Los  Altos  City  Council 
granted  the  Ruble  family  permission  to  raze  it 
so  an  office  building  could  be  constructed  on 
ttie  site. 

The  effort  to  save  the  house  was  led  by 
Ed  Barnes,  chairman  of  the  Los  Altos  Hills 
Community  Relations  Committee.  Volunteers 
from  both  Los  Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills  formed 
the  "Apricot  Alliance,"  which  won  support  from 
both  City  Councils  for  the  house  moving  and 
restoration  and  raised  funds  to  help  pay  for  it. 

The  owners  of  the  house,  Abbey  Ahrens  of 
Los  Altos  and  Frank  Lloyd  of  Los  Altos  Hills, 
contributed  ^7,000,  which  more  than  paid  the 
:>6,500  cost  of  moving.  A  benefit  party  and 
antique  showhouse  at  the  house  before  the  move 
raised  $3,000.  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Co. 
without  charge  cleared  power  lines  that  blocked 
the  path  from  Second  Street  to  Heritage  Pre- 
serve, and  the  company  is  connecting  power  to 
the  house  for  free. 

Passersby  on  Fremont  Road  should  be 
seeing  substantial  changes  as  the  work  proceeds. 
As  the  restoration  nears  completion,  town 
residents  will  be  invited  to  attend  functions  at 
the  house  designed  to  acquaint  them  with  what 
it  has  to  offer. 

Myron  Myers,  Newsletter  Editor 


FALL 

CLEAN-UP  DAY 

SCHEDULED 


The  Los  Altos  Garbage  Company  will  spon- 
sor a  fall  clean-up  program  from  7:30  a.m. 
to  2  p.m.  Saturday,  November  9. 

For  its  customers  only,  the  company  will 
provide  trucks  or  debris  boxes  for  free 
pickup  at  five  sites. 

Truck  stations  will  accept  only  debris  that 
is  boxed,  bagged  or  bundled  and  easy  to 
handle  or  cuttings  that  are  bundled  no 
larger  than  3  feet  by  ^  feet.  Truck  stations 
will  be  at  these  locations: 

•  Town  Hall  parking  lot, 

26379  Fremont  Road 

•  Altamont  Road  at 
Black  Mountain  Road 

•  Page  Mill  Road  at 
Arastradero   Road   Uest 

Larger  loads  of  cuttings  or  debris,  furni- 
ture, appliances  and  the  like  are  to  be 
unloaded  by  the  resident  at  debris  boxes. 
The  debris  box  stations  will  be: 

•  Magdalena  at  Freeway  280 

•  Moodv  Road  at  Altamont  Road 


INTERCITY  RUN,  BREAKFAST 
SET   FOR   OCTOBER   20 

One-  and  5-  mile  runs  through  Los  Altos 
and  Los  Altos  Hills  and  a  pancake  breakfast  in 
Los  Altos  are  scheduled  for  Sat.,  October  20. 

The  runs  are  a  benefit  for  the  Festival  of 
Lights  in  December.  Preregistration  at  the  Los 
Altos  Chamber  of  Commerce  or  many  downtown 
businesses  is  $10;  registration  the  day  of  the 
event  is  $12.  The  races  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 
in  Lincoln  Park  in  downtown  Los  Altos. 

That  same  morning  the  Los  Altos  Kiwanis 
Club  will  host  a  pancake  breakfast  at  the 
Millview  Community  Center,  97  Hillview  Ave., 
Lets  Altos.  The  fee  of  $2.50  will  cover  all  one 
can  eat  of  pancakes,  sausages,  juice  and  coffee. 
Champagne  is  extra.  The  breakfast  hours  are 
8:30  a.m.   to   1:30  p.m. 


SEALING  PATHWAYS 
DANGEROUS,  ILLEGAL 

Another  tragic  and  unnecessary  accident 
happened  September  15  when  a  horse  slipped 
on  a  newly  sealed  driveway  on  Elena  Road  near 
Josefa  Way,  throwing  its  woman  rider  to  the 
ground.  The  rider  suffered  an  arm  and  a  head 
injury. 

An  ordinance  in  Los  Altos  Hills  requires 
that  driveways  crossing  in-use  pathways  along 
roads  be  roughened  and  prohibits  laying  slippery 
material  across  such  pathways.  Fran  Stevenson, 
of  the  Pathways,  Recreation  and  Park 
Committee,  warns  that  homeowners  can  be  held 
legally  liable  if  they  violate  that  ordinance  and 
an  accident  occurs. 
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SPECIAL  STUDENTS   AT   MORGAN    SCHOOL 
CAN  HELP   WITH  COMMUNITY  PROJECTS 


The  Morgan  Center,  located  in  part  of  the 
old  Covington  School  in  Los  Altos,  is  a 
busy,  bright  and  progressive  center  of  activity 
for  about  30  children  and  young  adults  and 
approximately  20  education  staff   members. 

What,  besides  the  low  student-teacher 
ratio,   makes  this  school  unique? 

The  play  equipment  is  plentiful  and  gaily 
colored,  the  books  and  learning  aids  are  there, 
the  tables  and  chairs  certainly  look  academic, 
but  the  students  make  all  the  difference  in  this 
school.  And  the  school  quite  certainly  has  made 
all    the    difference    for    the    students    as    well. 

The  Morgan  Center,  founded  in  1969  by  the 
present  director,  Louise  Emerson,  is  a  private, 
non-profit  school  teaching  children  and  young 
adults  from  ages  2  to  22  with  varying  degrees 
of  autism  and  brain  injury.  The  students'  handi- 
caps may  also  include  mental  retardation, 
cerebral  palsy,  epilepsy  and  visual/hearing  im- 
pairment. 

These  young  people  will  be  "different"  all 
their  lives,  but  they  can  learn  social  behavior, 
independent  living  skills  and  how  to  experience 
success  and  self-worth  just  as  anyone  would. 
Although  these  young  people  learn  more  slowly, 
they  keep  on  learning.  The  school  addresses 
academics,  speech  therapy,  physical  education, 
pre-vocational  training  and  living  skills  adapted 
to  individual  abilities. 

Pre-vocational  skills  include  labeling,  col- 
lating, stuffing  envelopes  and  sorting.  (The 
label  on  this  newsletter  was  affixed  by  Morgan 
Center  students.) 

This  small,  four-room  school  opens  the 
entire   world  to  these   young  people,  and  it  no 


longer  has  to  stop  at  age  22.  This  fall,  thanks 
to  the  San  Andreas  and  Golden  Gate  Regional 
Centers,  which  fund  programs  for  the  develop- 
mentally  disabled,  and  a  grant  from  the 
Hewlett-Packard  Foundation,  the  newly  created 
Morgan  Center  Adult  Program  will  give  voca- 
tional training  to  those  students  over  22  years 
old. 

The  first  class  will  have  seven  students  and 
two  teachers,  who  will  teach  gardening,  basic 
carpentry,  janitorial,  assembly  and  other  voca- 
tions that  could  be  adapted  to  the  students' 
abilities.  These  adults  will  "learn  by  doing" 
and  will  need  jobs  in  sorting,  packaging,  labeling 
and  any  routine  or  "by  rote"  area.  They  would 
prefer  jobs  that  could  be  done  under  the  strict 
quality    control    provided    on    the    school    site. 

These  services  are  free  to  non-profit  organ- 
izations, as  the  students  benefit  from  the 
experience,  but  the  students  also  would  like 
"for  pay"  jobs  to  help  pay  for  their  education. 

The  public  school  districts  in  which  each 
student  lives  pay  tuition  that  covers  the  basics 
at  the  Morgan  School,  but  fund-raising  activities 
are  needed  to  support  the  entire  program. 

Parents  of  the  students  operate  an  annual 
two-day  fall  Christmas  Boutique,  for  which  they 
seek  donated  items  such  as  antiques  and  crystal 
and  a  downtown  Los  Altos  building  space  of  at 
least  600  square  feet.  The  school  also  seeks 
donations  of  cassette  players  and  tapes,  garden 
tools,  lawn  mowers,  weed  cutters,  shop  tools, 
furniture,  games  and  simple  puzzles,  and  a  small 
apartment-sized  refrigerator.  The  school's  tele- 
phone number  is  9^8-683^*. 

Shari  Emling,   Staff  Writer 


WATER  DISTRICT  CANDIDATES 


The  Purissima  Hills  Water  District,  which 
provides  service  to  about  80%  of  Los  Altos 
Hills  residents,  will  have  on  November  5  its 
first    contested    board    election    in    ten    years. 

Two  incumbents  are  seeking  re-election  to 
four-year   terms,   and   there   is  one  challenger. 

The  incumbents  are  Daniel  Alexander, 
27200  Elena  Road,  who  was  appointed  to  the 
board  in  July,  1973  and  has  been  re-elected 
since  then  without  opposition,  and  Robert  A. 
Mathlesen,      12121      Foothill     Lane,     who     was 
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appointed  to  the  board  in  December,  1973  and 
has  not  previously  faced  opposition  in  being 
re-elected. 

The  third  candidate  is  Carl  Sorensen,  1^188 
Stanford  Court,  a  retired  businessman  who 
previously  served  on  the  town's  Community 
Relations  Committee. 

The  water  district  serves  some  unincor- 
porated areas  and  all  but  the  southernmost  part 
of  the  town.    Its  1983-86  budget  is  Sl.^'/  million. 


MARJORIE   KELLOGG 


NAMED   CURATOR 

Marjorie  Kellogg,  a  professional  writer  and 
photographer  and  long-time  Hills  resident,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  newly  created  position 
of  Los  Altos  Hills  Art  Curator  by  the  Town 
Council.      The    appointment    is    for  one   year. 

The  Town  Council  also  reappointed  Rose- 
mary Meyerott  Town  Historian,  a  position 
which  she  has  held  for  seven  years. 

Mrs.  Kellogg's  first  exhibit,  titled  "Los 
Altos  Hills,  1959  B.6.  (Before  Bulldozing),  is 
on  display  in  the  Town  Council  Chambers  at 
the  Town  Hall,  26379  Fremont  Road.  The 
exhibit  consists  of  ten  20-  by  30-inch  photo- 
graphs taken  by  Mrs.  Kellogg  herself. 

Los  Altos  Hills  artists  or  people  who  live 
elsewhere  but  whose  work  depicts  the  area 
may  participate  in  an  exhibit  by  contacting 
Mrs.   Kellogg  at  9^8-8639. 

Mrs.  Kellogg  also  seeks  artifacts  of  his- 
toric interest  that  could  be  exhibited  in  the 
glass  cases  in  the  Council  Chambers. 

A  collection  of  memorabilia  from  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Vinette  Ruble,  who  occupied  the  town's 
newly  acquired  Heritage  House  for  W  years, 
is  now  displayed  in  the  glass  cases. 


STREET  NAMED 


FOR  CARRINGTONS 

The  Los  Altos  Hills  Town  Council  has 
named  a  cul-de-sac  off  Natoma  Road  "Car- 
rington  Circle"  to  honor  the  family  who  grew 
orchards  on  the  property  for  22  years. 

The  name  was  requested  by  Alma  Gene 
Carrington  Taylor  of  San  Jose,  whose  father, 
Raymond  Hall  Carrington,  and  mother,  Ethel 
Viay  Bryant  Carrington,  bought  6.5  acres  of  land 
at  Altamont  Road  and  Natoma  in  1920.  The 
Carringtons  planted  plum  trees,  which  later 
were  grafted  into  apricot  trees.  "The  fruit  was 
the  tastiest  and  the  largest  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world,"  Mrs.  Taylor  said. 

The  Carringtons  sold  the  property  in  19^*2 
for  $6,000.  The  land  has  now  been  subdivided 
by  builder  Bob  Owen  for  a  tract  named  La 
Vida   Real. 

Many  other  streets  in  the  town  have  been 
named  after  former  landowners,  among  them 
Taaffe  and  Moody  Roads,  Duval  Way  and 
i-iddicoat  Circle. 


NEW  SERVICE 
FOR   PROSPECTIVE  BUYERS 


Los  Altos  Hills  is  beginning  a  new  service 
for  prospective  buyers  in  the  town.  They 
will  be  able  to  obtain  a  report,  at  the 
cost  of  the  staff  time  involved,  that  will 
cover  building,  zoning,  and  site  develop- 
ment regulations  that  affect  a  specific 
property.  The  report  is  designed  pri- 
marily for  buyers  who  intend  to  build  or 
make  extensive  additions  to  an  existing 
residence. 

The  report  usually  will  include  a  file 
check  of  town  records  of  the  specific 
property  and  may  include  information,  as 
appropriate,  on: 

/   maximum  development  area 

/   maximum  building  coverage 

/   maximum  height  of  structures 

/  setbacks 

/  use  permits  for  a  secondary  dwelling 

/  landscaping  requirements 

/  siting  of  buildings 

/  septic  tank  or  sewer  conditions 

/  driveway  and  parking  conditions 

/  conservation,  pathway,  or  open  space 

easements 
/  special  conditions  or  requirements 
/  building  and  development  fees 
/  time  needed  to  process  plans 

The  scope  of  the  report  will  be  deter- 
mined after  a  conference  between  the 
buyer  and  the  town  planner.  Investment 
in  a  report  of  this  nature  will  be 
encouraged  through  Realtors  working  in 
Los  Altos  Hills. 


941-7222 


TWO  LOCAL  ISSUES  ON  NOVEMBER  BALLOT, 
RECREATIONAL   CLUB  INITIATIVE,   LIBRARY  TAX 


Los  Altos  Hills  residents  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vote  November  5  on  an  initiative 
ordinance  on  recreational  clubs  and  a  tax  issue 
to  support  the  Los  Altos  Library. 

The  initiative  ordinance  would  define  a 
"recreational  club"  and  allow  a  non-profit  organ- 
ization to  operate  such  a  club  as  a  primary  use 
in  a  residential-agricultural  zone.  The  minimum 
area  on  which  a  club  could  operate  would  be 
13  acres.  Ancillary  uses  customary  in  such 
clubs  also  would  be  permitted. 

The  initiative  would  repeal  a  section  of  the 
municipal  code  that  now  allows  recreational 
facilities  only  with  a  use  permit  from  the  city. 

The  initiative  is  aimed  specifically  at  the 
former  Adobe  Creek  Lodge  property  on  Moody 
Road,  for  wliich  the  Town  Council  eight  years 
ago  denied  a  recreational  club  use  permit  on 
the  basis  that  all  the  provisions  of  an  existing 
use  permit  were  not  being  followed. 

The  library  tax  would  be  authorized  for 
five  years  at  a  rate  to  be  determined  annually 
but  never  to  exceed  $36  per  parcel  of  land. 
Two-thirds  of  the  voters  must  approve  the 
measure  for  it  to  pass.  The  rate  for  this  year 
would  be  $19.  Rates  in  succeeding  years  would 
be  determined  after  a  public  hearing. 

The  Los  Altos  Library,  serving  both  Los 
Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills  with  its  main  down- 
town library  and  Woodland  branch  library,  has 
had  financial  difficulty  for  seven  years.     Book 


buying  has  been  curtailed  and  hours  of  operation 
reduced.  The  libraries  are  now  closed  all  day 
Fridays  and  Sundays. 

In  past  years,  the  City  Councils  of  Los 
Altos  and  Los  Altos  Hills  have  used  their 
revenues  to  cover  the  library's  budgetary 
deficit,  but  this  year  both  councils  decided  these 
contributions  were  no  longer  appropriate. 

A  task  force  of  representatives  from  the 
area  recommended  taking  the  matter  to  the 
voters.  The  task  force  members  were,  from 
Los  Altos,  Julie  Cummer  and  Councilmen  Roy 
Lave  and  Harry  Kallshian  and,  from  Los  Altos 
Hills,  Mayor  Louise  Dronkert  and  Pat  Johnson. 

The  two  cities  formed  a  North  County 
Library  Authority  to  exercise  local  control 
should  voters  approve  the  library  tax.  The  five 
members  of  the  Authority's  governing  board  are 
Judy  Duque  and  Mary  van  Tamelen  from  Los 
Altos  Hills  and  Roy  Lave,  Charles  Kaufmann 
and  Julie  Cummer  from  Los  Altos.  The  board 
held  public  hearings  and  took  the  steps  required 
to  put  the  tax  measure  on  the  ballot. 

Revenues  from  the  tax  would  be  used  to 
purchase  books  and  restore  hours  of  operation 
to  the  1977  level.  In  1977,  the  library  was 
open  weekdays  from  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  on 
Saturdays  from  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  and  on  Sundays 
from  noon  to  6  p.m.  The  library  then  spent 
10%    of    its    budget    on    acquiring    new    books. 
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